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BOTA WHENEVER LITTLE MARY BATSON CALLS 
y. THE NAME OF THE OLD WIZARD'SHAZAM" 
Fm SHE BECOINES AMIDST MAGIC LIGHTNING 

KVAND THUNDER MARY MARVEL, THE 

WORLD'S MIGHTIEST GIRL, WHO POSSESSES 

THE POWERS OF SIX GREAT GODDESSES. 
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GEORGIA SANA WAS SENT 
HERE AFTER I CAUGHT HER 
LAST TIME. ILL CHECK LP on 
HER, SHES A SLIPPERY 


‘THe DESTITUTE 


CUSTOMER, JUST LIKE HER 
FATHER, OR SHAN, Al 


le see 


BATSON IS ENDOWED 
H THE POWERS OF Six 
GODDESSES WHEN SHE SPEAKS THE 
NAME OF AN OLD EGYPTIAN WIZARD, 
"SUAZAMS! SHE THEN BECOMES MARY, 
MARVEL, THE WORLD'S MIGHTIEST GL! 


GEORGIA 
SIVANA 2 WHY, 
SHE ISN'T HERE 
ANYMORE ! 


NN 
Fiennes any 
= 
= ) 
== wd): 
p24 i 
CAN.YOU IMAGINE THAT 
GEORGIA SIVANA FAROLED: 
FOR GOOD BEHAVIOR! 
ANO KNITTING FOR 


RELIEF ? HAS SHE 
REALLY KEFORMED © 





IM NO LONGER THE 
WORLD'S WICKEDEST GIRL, 
TRYING TO BECOME THE 
PRINCESS OF EARTH! 


HEH, HEH! MARY WON'T 
SUSPECT IM HERE, LISTENING 
TO THOSE OTHER WOMEN GOSSIP 
ING, FOR A VERY SPECIAL. 

REASON. Hey, HEH! 


MARY MARVEL 


GEORGIA SINANA ! 
YOURE REALLY 
HERE KNITTING { 


LISTEN, GiRis ! DON'T BREATHE Y 


A WORD OF THiS, BUT I HEARD IT 
FROM A FRIEND OF MINE, A NEWS> 
PAPER WOMAN OF THE GLOBE! 
THERE 6 A YOUNG PRINCESS, 
WY TOWN, WCOGH? 


Now THe Hoo ! 
YOu SER, THIS 
OUTFIT 18 FOR 
WINTER WEAR NN 
BEER f 


CAME HERE TO FICK YP HER 


WERE LEFT /W AMERICA 
URINE THE WARE 
THE INFORMATION 


T WANTED! NOW D oT 





HEH Hew I THIS IG MAGIC X NOW 70. GET RID OF THose 
FROM VENUS / IT'S AS \ OTHER CLD GOSSIFS! tL 


CF AN 
Prrcue ag sree AND TOAN 4 KNIT A MOUSE WITH 
MAKE IT ING I THE MAGIC YARN f 
WANT! YouRe wer! 
ONLY FIRE CAN DESTROY SH 
MAGIC YARN 


a 


een e. 
de Se 21 POSS ES 
r f-— 
THe COMMAND OF GECKGIA a 
: 
SVANA AND DCTS LiKe A cde! (AS. gens 
= - ey FS 

LEAD MARY GOW ALLEYS, Glos 

HAGIC YARN, 80 THIT MO* 

GORY SEES HER. b§ FOR - 

ME, 1 WAVE TO GET MORE 

WFORMATION ASOUT THE 


PRINCESS FROM THE 
ML NEWSPAPER WOMAN: 


A ike fT ON 
WST GET NEAR IT... NOW. BEFORE f GET 
BURNED MYSELF 1° = 





MARY MARVEL - 











GEORGIA WENT AFTER 

|} ‘THAT NEWSPAPER WOMAN, 
A. AT THE GLOBE ! THATS 
P WHERE I'LL BE IN 


MEANWHILE, AT SHE OFMICESS, 
HE GLOBc. - 







NO WOMAN LIKES TO BE BALD! 
MY JAAGIC YARN NOW TALK, OF THEMAGIC — y- 


"WILL MAKE You TALK / YARW Wild GUT OFF Ald 


Ne sour waie/ Is 5 










- 
YOur MAGIC 
YARN DIDN'T HOLD 





MARY MARVEL 


OP ALL THE SILLY THINGS --- ME FIGHTING A BUNCH 
OF OLD YARN! BUT ITS WOXSE THAN 
> A REAL LIVE OCTOPUS © 


sa) ; - 
THE END OF fT 
=> ramen ' wf 
ADK || 
KB IS, f 
a 3/ 


SABANWHILE, WIGHT HAS FALLIN, ia 
INO AD THE RITE MANSION «066 


Hen, Hew! 





BUT CAN GEORGIA SIVANA 
GET IN WITH HER MAGIC 
co YARN § 


IN! 
Re L| > 
J Uceesy | 
a 


curses ! DD I HEAR A NOISE 
Ou OORS ARE AT THE DOOR £ 1g & 
f SOUEONE TRYING TO 
GET INE j 


I GEORGIA SIVANA , 
THE FUTURE PRINCESS 
OF EARTH! 





iy 
MY MAGIC YARN IN 
THE FORM OF A SNAKE, 
RE OF 
JARO! 





CROWN JEWELS. 
OHHHHH | 









© GREAT 
PRINCESS | 
WHAT 19 

YOUR 

BiksT 
COMMANDS 







HY MAGIC YARN 
AND_ MAGIC NEEOLES 
+-- GOING UP 
WW SMOKE f 





THAT HORRISLE 
STUFF t 





HE! 
SIVANA , DO! 
PAROLE HER AGAIN, 
TILL SHE PROVES 
SHE WAS REALLY 
REEOKMED, 


WNERSHIE MANAREMENT, 
Reo Sy ate ners oF 
12 AND WARCH $. 1933, 
ebiluasd econthly at New 


bite In end for the Bite and 
thy enseared Gordon Furey 





gement (and 

the sforeuald cuuilentgon for Li 
secilemy “Featited, by the. Act 
xunendet ly the Act ef March 2, 1935 | embeal 
Mon 397, Postal Laws and Regulations, prinuet on the 
Keraren of ila Tom. ¢o wil 
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MY MAGIC YARN 
WILL TARE CARE 














NOW, YOUR 
LOWNESS , 
ALLOW ME TO 
GROWN YOU 
AGAIN 


I HOPE THEY CAN KEEP 


I CONT KNOW REFORM SCHOOL 
HOW 70 THANK | 1 rig TIME i 
YOU, MARY MARVEL. 


YOU'RE 
WONDERFUL , 


Gresomich Conn. :W HL Fexcett Trout. Greesmlch Conme . 
MD King 0: Cal: Gloale Feweele. Gxuatd Col. 
Ty Beek Bs 
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hs contoln statements 
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ihe Ba 
ding Im uta abi adore le... = 1 Phia intowe 
Reston ts peaulred trom daily publicaioPusty 
GUIDO FAWCETT, 
‘Business Mensser, 
mek it spertibed Before oe this dh day oF 
tieal)- MEIEIAN, Meer 
jotary Publte. 
then fil camara gar Beacinry 2, 1868 


Y nov 1 get 1 
FIRST, DEAR 
GEORGIA! 














} WHAT TIME DOES meg =| KNOW BUTI LIKE TO 
|THE NEXT TRAIN “hie ADY. Joe = SEE YOUR WHISKERS. 
| com EIN? ey j WIGGLE NHEN YOU 





Wee POWERS OF THE 51x GREAT 
GODDESSES HAVE BEEN GNEN TO 


MARY BATSON WHO NEED ONLY 
SAY HER MAGIC 'SHATAM, 
iy TO BECOME THE WORLD'S 
BEGINS IN > = Cie nany mAnvEL! 
MISSISSIPPI, ISNT IT JUST. T SHOULD SAY IT See : 
WHERE MARY SUPER OF DAP 1S) MAGNOLIA £ 
BATSON 15 7 TO SHOW US HIS on é 5 
VISITING HER WAREHOUSE, MAY ¢ GUD YOULKE y 
SCHOOLMATE, » mes \ OUR PLACE, DEAR. 


MAGNOLIA 


\ 

Ni 
HOWEVER, YOUNG LADIES, } 

I WOULD LIKE YOU TO STAY KS THERE 19, CHILD. 

BUT I STILL 


WANT ‘You ‘TO 
BE CAREFUL. 


TN NOT SAYING: 


GANG AND YOU CAN'T 
TELL WHERE THEY'RE 
PLE TO STRIKE. 


necunt ey 1ACH GIN 








BAARY MARVEL 


A SHORT WHILE LATBR... 5s IT LOOKS LIKE IT'S 


THAT MUST BE WERE ALMOST SLOWING DOWN, MARY. 
THE ONE “THAT'S CAUGHT UP WrTH LET'S RIDE SLONG~ 
GOING TO ENTEr- THE SHOWBOAT . 
RY TAIN AT ORDOY'S ceed 
WAREHOUSE THIS 
AFTERNOON! ILb 


WHY THEY'RE CHAIN 
GANG CONVICTS f 


vse) MARY MARVEL... ... 
WORLD'S MIGHTIEST GIKL 


I THINK THOSE CRIMINALS ARE 
IN NEED OF & LESSON 
«WO. etl) 
THE FLASH OF : 
MAGIC 
UGHTNING 
AND 
MARY 
BATSON 
BECOMES... 


( i) 
MMFFF.,. 
wv 


(Py 





MARY MARVEL 


Weize DEAD ovcks wiless WEY suot ! Tuose 
I CaN DNE@T Hee ATTENTION BW sceeamg... (75 
FOR A_FEW MINUTES... I'VE MAGNOLIA J IF 
GOT IT! THAT GIRL. THEY YE HARMED 
WILL DO THE HER ... ULL MAKE 
THEM REGRET THE 
DAY THEY LEARNED 
HOW TO SHOOT pant 





SHES LosT 
CONTROL OF 
HER HORSE! 


MARY MagveL / you're 
YOURE WonDERFUL. | | WeLcome , wes . 
THANKS OODLES 4 [if YOULL HAVE TO 
Easy, OLD ANDO SOPLES . EXCUSE ME NOW-.s 
FELLOW / 5 I WAVE SOME 
UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS 70 
CLEAR f 


WELL, THEY WONT 


J 
a | r o THEY'RE GONE... 
} s BUT AS MARY | DISAPPEARED 
GET ANAY THIS popu BNOOrS IN BuT Weer 997 
aime ! TO MAKE 1D BETTER SEE 
HER CATCH; 


IF ANYONE ON 
SHE FINDS... THE SHOWBOAT 
SAW THEM ¢ 
: 











YOU CERTAIN; 
CAPTAIN, NO. 
ONE SAW THE 
CONNICTS 2 


rt wouLD 
HAVE BEEN 
IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR THEM TO 
/ COME ON BOARD, 
IVE BEEN ON THE 
DECK ALL MORNING 
DIRECTING THE 


THE ENTIRE 
AST OF THE 
SHOW HAVE BEEN 
BUSY WITH DRESS § INTERRUPTED 
REHEARSALS J 
THANK SOU 
FOR YOUR 
ASSISTANCE! 


NECESSARY PREPARA = 

TIONS FOK COLONEL 

BLOSSOMS MINSTREL 
SHOW! 


ONCE MORE, MAGIC LiGHT- 
NIN@ AND THUNDER DESCEND 
THIS TIME TRANSFORMING 
MARN MARNEL BACK 

JO MARY BATSON ! 


AREN'T THEY ! 
SUPER, MACY, 
JUST LIKE IN 
THE DAYS OF 


IT '§ AMUSING, BUT I'VE GOT A My 
FEELING IVE SEEN SOME OF THOSE 
ACTORS! FACES BEFORE. THAT ONE ON 
THE END LOOKS LIKE HIS RIGHT EYE 


EYE ! I'0 BETTER EXCUSE MYSELF 


TA HAS NATURAL MAKEUP ON... A BLACK 
ey ! 


SURE IS... 
THANKS TO MARY 
MARVEL J WED 
BETTER GET BACK 
NOW, MARY, AND 
CHANGE CLOTHES . 
WE DON'T WANT 
TO BE LATE FoR 
THE SHOWBOAT! 


1 HEARD A 
SHOT AND 
HURRIED BACK 
AS QUICKLY AS 
T COULD! 5 
EVERYTHING 
ALL RIGHT, 
MAG ? 


LATER, A! 


‘yOu, CAPTAINS 


INNITE MARY 
MARVEL TO 
THE SHOW, 
MAGNOLIA , 


"0 BETTER 
GET BACK TO 
MAGNOLIA BEFORE 
SHE WONDERS 
WHAT HAPPENED 
TO MARY BATSON, 


SHE WAS IN TOO 
MUCH OF A HURRY, 
OO. | WONDER IF 
SHE CAUGHT THOSE 

CONVICTS 2 


5 THE SHOW PROGRESSES 


EXCUSE ME, MAGNOLIA, Y 
VL BE RIGHT BACK J IM 

GOING OUT FOR A GLASS 
OF WATER ! 


DON'T BE 700 
LONG, AAARY « 
YOULL M95 ALL 
THE FUN. 





@REBT HEAVENS | THEY'RE 
EMPTYING COL. BLOSSOMS 
WAREHOUSE | 50 THEN 
THIS SHOWBOAT 15 REALLY J 
BLIND FOR 

DARING 

ROBBERIES | A 


WHAT 
DO WE DO 
WITH HEX, 
SKIPPER ? 


you AIN'T 

CALLING 
P FOR HELP, 

SISTER: 


3 WONDER WHAT 
15 TAKING MARY 
50 LONG ? SHE 
MISSED THE 
LAST PART OF 
THE SHOW . 


FOR THIS TYPE OF ENTEK~ 


MARY MARVEL 


LITTLE Way OF 
TAKING CARE OF 
SNOOPERS! 1 
CALL IT... 7 
PADDLING . cer 
HER OUT OF SIGHT. 
TILL WE FINISH OUR, 


TAINMENT, MAGNOLIA! SHES 
PROBARLY STROLLING 
AROUND THE Deck! 
GO FIND HEE, DEAR} 

WHILE T PO MY 


EVENING GHECK- 


HELLO, sHEReE Newron | 
THIS 15 COLONEL / 
BLOSSOM CALLING 
MY WAREHOUSE HAS 
BEEN KOBBEO ! 


THE MINUTES SPEED QUICKLY AS THE 
THUGS WORK FEVERISHLY LOADING THE 
SHOWBOAT, THEN . 


FINISHED! GREAT WOKK: NEN: 
GET THE PEOPLE OFF THE 
BOAT ANO WELL PUSH OFF. 
MEANWHILE ILL TAKE CARE 


THE 
WAKEHOUSE'S 
EMPTY | I'VE I 
BEEN ROBBED 


TAN SURE 
IN A WHALE 





wT HOPE IT WORKS, _ : 
FOR ME. (M TED WITH ee LB IN FREE AND 
TWIN STRIPS OF LEATHER. > fi : THAT MEANS “TE 
AND LEATHER EXPANOS IN é AL FOR METO SAY... 
SNE WATER. NOW If I GAN JUST ie 
GET THEN Loose Alou 


Ic 3 | | INE GOT THIS ON 
eee Kid IN RED AgAN! | | YOu, CAPTAIN caooK! 
rom KEEP AWAY- YOU'VE |] BESIDES KOZBNG AMADA... 
: GOT NOTHING NUE! |] WAREHOUGES 16 <<) SvES WE, 
We HAVENT Doz | | DONE SOMETHING = » MEN! 
Re i ANYTHING MIGHTY UNLAWFUL) AT HER ! 
ME J BUT I'VE GOT X JOO 
PLENTY FOR THEW. 
vALL WRAPPED A 
IN NAY FIST! : 


KEEP EM COMING | PLENTY af 1 WAS WAITING FOR 
OF ROOM ON THE } WILL TEACH YOU... + YOU TO USE YOUR 
MERRY GO-ROUND HUH 2... PULLETS GUN! NOW YOU ye 

BOUNCE OFF HER: MADE ME REALLY 
SHE AIN'T AD f 





MARY MARVEL 


HUH... HOW CARELESS OF 
ME.) I BROKE THE STEEC- 
ING WHEEL SUT 
THINK 1 CAN TOW THIS 
BOAT IN 10 SHORE, 


, ADA COMPLEX BUT \ GRATEFUL / WONDER IF You 
PERFECT PLAN. THEY WOULO COMMIT /) WAVE THOSE 
THEIR KOSBERY, THES LIFT THIS OLD ESCAPED CON 
PADGLE OUT OF THE WATER AND THESE Jo/ Mics UP YOUR 
POWERFUL DEISEL ENGINES GOT THEM MQBY px | SLEEVE, 160? 
AWAY PLENTY FAST... AND INSIDE YOU'LL Ss 
FIND THE STOLEN MERCHANDISE, petty £2 
COLONEL . I HOPE NOTHING'S 

MISSING . : 


WELL ILL BE A OTN 
TOAD SWALLOW ... 17'S 
THEM ALL RIGHT J 
BACK TO JAIL FOR 
YOU— GET ALONG 


7...bNO PRESTO! 
SANODE EscAPED 
PRISQNERS |! 


Ea 9 MisSeD ALL THe FUN! MaKY 
MARVEL WAS JUST Tog WON- |F SHOWBOAT THe 
me DERFUL FOR WORDS: EASY WAY... J 





7 wound YOu cow 
WHERE WY FRIEND, 
MARY BATSON HAS > 
VANISHED, MISS MARVEL? 
1M 50 OREADFULLY 
WORRIED! 





JUST CALL ME 
TUGBCAT 


NO SOONER SAID t 
THAN DONE, CHIEF 
ALL I HAVE 70 

OO 15 GIVE THESE 
BOYS A LITTLE 
BATH. 


YOULL PROBABLY FIND Hee NY 
IN HER ROOM ‘ SHE WAS 
WANDERING AROUND HERE 
ANO T SENT HER HOMZ. 


SS / 

S b 

AN COMFORTABLE MOVE 
HOUSE, BESIDES, I DONT 


IN) THINK 1 COULD STAND ALL 
THAT EXCITEMENT YOU 
WENT THROUGH 
YESTERDAY. 


*AARY MARVEL 


THE HEART OF A FISHERMAN 


BY WALTA K. ROSS 
XQ 


FF the coast of northern 
France lies the awe-in- 
spiring little island of Mont 
St Michel. Along its steep 
cobbled streets live simple 
fishermen well accustomed to 
the thousands of tourists who 
flock each year to view the 
magnificent cathedral that 
crowns its hilly heights and to 
witness a strange and fright- 
ening wonder of nature. 

Because of the peculiar 
structure of the ocean bottom, 
the ebbing tide empties the 
wide inlet completely and it 1s 
possible to walk across to the 
mainland on the moist sea 
ficor, But when the tide turns 
—woe to the unlucky man 
caught far from shore! The 
water rushes in as fast as 2 
horse can gallop sway from it. 
Even the strongest swimmer 1s 
doomed in the swirling torrent! 

Little Pierre Mansard had 
seen the dangercus tides come 
and go every day of his twelve 
years Ever since he was old 
enough to understand, he had 
heard stories of the perils that 
beset the brave island fisher- 
men. His grandfather and 
grandmother talked to -him 
around the kitchen fire at 
mght hoping te persuade the 
little boy to enter some safe 
trade on the island 1istead of 
the dangerous work that had 
spelled the death of iis parents. 

“But who wants to work in 
2 stuffy cobbler's shop when 
there 1s greater gain to be had 
in the fresh salt breezes?” 
Pierre would ask impatiently. 

Again his grandfather 
warned that there is more than 
the tide to consider. 

“Every day new pockets of 
quicksand are formed along 
the river banks. The peril lies 
in wait in a new place each 


time. It takes a fisherman of 
long experience and great cau- 
tion to avoid the sucking 
quicksand It is only because 
I never forget the danger that 
I have been safe so far. 

“I know how to walk care- 

fully and gently and always 
keep half my mind on my feet. 
When I feel the shaking sand 
beneath me I do not pause nor 
do I hurry, That would invite 
my death. I walk gently but 
steadily across the quivering 
sandy crust. I rid my heart of 
fear and pame and outwit the 
trap. 
“It is possible for me to do 
this because I am old in the 
ways of the world and‘the sea 
and no longer hold much fear 
of death.” 

The old man fell silent, 
but the old woman saw over 
her keutting the gleam of ex- 
citement in the eyes of young 
Pierre as he answered, “Then 
itis well that a lad learn early 
under the guidance of a good 
fisherman such as yourself, 
grandfather” 

She put down her knitting 
and took Pierre’s hand, say- 
ing with tears in her eyes, 
“Your grandfather end I had 
hoped to spare you, Pierre, but 
3t is well now that you learn 
that there are dangers that be- 
fall us fisherfolk of St. Michel 
thatno amount of caution and 
experience can prevent. You 
have seen with your own eyes 
how swiftly a blanket of fog 
sweeps in from the sea. Think, 
then, what happens to fisher- 
men caught in the fog far from 
the island hanks. 

“All sense of direction ia 
lost as they stumble blindly, 
dangerously near the river 
banks and quicksands. Their 
only hope is that the fog will 
lift before the tide tutna to 
swallow them. That was the 





manner of your father's death 
and of your mother, too, who 
an dove and folly ran blindly 
into the fog to find him.” 

Now the boy was silent, and 
after he had chmbed to bed 
the old man raised his sorraw= 
ing face to his wife and said, 
“T had hoped we would never 
have to tell him, but if it has 
changed his heart it is well 
that you did.” 

‘The grandmother sighed aa 
she folded her knitting. “There 
is salt water in his veins, and 
it seems to me more anger 
than fear in his eyes.” 

She was right, for although 
Pierre obediently let himself 
be apprenticed to the vil 
cobbler he still ran eagerly 
the shore to grect the returne 
ing fishermen, and when the 
tide came rearing in lika o 
savage beast he looked at it 
with dark anger in his heart, 
He waisted impatiently for tha 
day when he could prove him- 
self 2 man to master the perils. 
of the deep and avenge him- 
self against the sea for’ the 
deaths that had made him an 
orphan. 


WN December the old grand- 
father fell 111 with a heavy 
eough which left him still 
spent and worn when apring 
came again, It was clear that 
he could not fish again until he 
had regained his strength. 
Secretly the old woman put 
her shaw] on her head, placed 
two stout burlap bags in the 
bottom of her marketing baa- 
ket, and pretending to take a 
long walk would go down to 
the fishing grounds to gather 
the shell-fish that clustered 
among the moist rocks. They 
brought a few franca in the 
market place. 
At first the old man pre- 
tended to be fooled, but at last 


‘ha swallowed his pride and 
said to her, “On these walks 
you always take when the tide 
is low, why do you not take 
the boy with you to belp witb 
the marketing that has grown 
ao heavy?” 

“t think I will,” said the 
‘grandmother pretending not 
to understand his meaning. 
“Perhaps he can carry baskets 
for the other good wives and 
esrn more than he does in the 
dusty cobbler‘a shop.” 

And £0 Pierre won eloser to 
his heart's desire. He learned 
mucb during the apring and 
summer months, but he talked 
little of his dream for fear of 
frightening the old folks once 
more. When fall came and the 
grandfather was still too weak 
to fish, Pierre felt that he was 
teady to put his plan to ac- 
tion. He felt strong and confi- 
dent after a summer's work 
and watching, He awaited im- 
patiently for the day when 
Tow-tide would occur at dawn 
in order that he might escape 
the house unnoticed. 


ATUAST the day came! As 

foretold tn the almanac 
the tide would be low at dawn 
and come in again at cleven 
in the morning, : 

Stealthily Pierre slid from 
the bed. On tiptoe he crept 
downstairs, and gathering the 
burlap bags fled noisciessly 
from the house. He climbed 
down to the wet sand and 
made tis way with a hght 
heart to the distant rocks 
where the shell-fish were most 
plentiful, He had plenty of 
time to fill the four sacks and 
bring them home before the 
old folks awoke, 

In no time at all he filled a 
sack, and then another. His 
work half done, he stopped 
to stretch and enjoy the full 
warmth of the morning sun 
before moving on to another 
cluster of rocks, 

How good the sun felt after 
the damp dawn! The rocks he 
leaned agamst were already 
warmed and comforting 
Overhead wheeled the white 
gulls. He closed his eyes for a 
moment against the sun and 


MARY MARVEL 


the gulls cred noisily in the 
aky and thesun moved higher, 

He awoke with a start and 
sprang to his feet, “That was 
dangerous,” he told humself; 
“a fisherman must not close 
his eyes even for a few minutes 
as I did.” In his haste he didn’t 
notice that the shadow of the 
rocks was much shorter than 
it had been when he lay down, 

Quickly snatching the two 
empty sacks he ran toward the 
far group of rocks, Now the 
sand was dry and warm be- 
neath his feet. He had just 
time to notice it when sud- 
denly it was wet and oozing! 
Fear clutched him! He stum- 
bled and fell bodily into the 
treacherous quicksand, 

He tried in panic to regain 
his feet, Too latel He was 
trapped! Wildly he stretched, 
hoping to reach firmer sand, 
No use! Each movement of his 
body sucked him deeper, 

And then the fear that over- 
came Him was so great that, 
for » minute he lay paralyzed. 
‘When he reeovered from his 
shock he reahzed with sur- 
prise that his body had sunk 
no deeper as he lay still. 

Then it all came back to 
him, snatches of stories and 
warnings heard throughout 
childhood, “If a man is light 
in weight. strong and patient 
he can rescue himself from 
quicksand.” But how? “He 
must move slowly and care- 
fully, for each sudden move- 
ment stirs the depths He must 
lie flat and stretch his body so 
that it supports his weight as 
4 snowshoe supports a moun- 
tain chmber," These were the 
echoes he heard and he 
promptly obeyed 

He stretched flat on his face 
and lay perfectly still. Then he 
Tealized that he still clutched 
one of the burlap bags in his 
hand, Slowly and patiently he 
feached his other hand across 
to grasp it, It seemed hike 
hours before he was able to 
spread it flat before him like a 
rug “Like a snowshoe," he 
thought 

Precious minutes passed 
while he igched himseff cau. 
tiously forward until his chest 


and shoulders lay across the 
bag. Weak with fear and 
fatigue he lay there, too weary 
to make another move. It 
seemed to him then that the 
sky had grown dark, and he 
thought with terror, “Is 2 fog 
coming now to add to the dan- 
ecr of turning tide and quick- 
sand?” But it was faintness 
and not a fog, for when he 
opened his eyes again it was 
to see the sun still bnght but 
dangerously high, The tide 
would come in before noon! 

Now that death seemed so 
close he forgot Ins fear. “I 
will gust do the best 1 can,” 
he thought, “and :f the sea is 
stronger than I am she will 
win. a least lying here F will 
not see if coming" 

With slow, ured movements 
he moved forward. At last he 
was too worn with effort and 
despair to try any more “Once 
more!” whispered an inner 
voice, 

Once more he braced ius 
aching shoulders and once 
again pulled hts body forward 
As his head sank down he rea 
lized that his head and shoul- 
ders were on firm sand again! 

In a few moments he was 
standing, strengthened with 
yoy. Carefully now he made 
his way back to the rocks and 
because his pride was stronger 
than his fatigue he succeeded 
in pulling the two full sacks 
the long slow way hack to 
shore He knew that behind 
bis back the tide might even 
now be creeping. "I will not 
lose caution,” he said. “What 
4s, will be” 

That was the thought in the 
two old peeple whe met him 
joyously on the shoie a few 
minutes before the angry 
waters rushed in. 

They praised the full bags 
before they went home, “We 
had better mend our fishing 
nets tonight,” said the old man 
gently touching Pierre's wet 
and sandy breeches. “Love of 
the task and fear of its danger 
could never have made a good. 
fisherman of you, Pierre One 
must have in his heart a re- 
spect for the sea” 

The End 
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